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“FENG: THE UNKNOWN QUANTITY 


N China the unexpected may always be 
safely predicted. Less than a week ago 
cable dispatches reported a combination 
between Yen Hsi-Shan and Feng Yu- 
Hsiang which would drive Chang Tso-Lin, 
head of the Northern forces, back to his 
Manchurian lair in short order. 
Somewhere a mistake was made, how- 
ever, for Feng failed to provide Shansi 
forces all the support predicted and Chang 
Tso-Lin is not only holding his own but 
is pushing his enemies back. 


Russia is reported to be behind the new 
drive on Peking and the consensus of 
careful opinion is that Feng, with the co- 
operation of Russians, has been working 
among Yen’s subordinate generals during 
the past few months, creating disaffection, 
until finally Yen Hsi-Shan, as a matter 
of expediency, was forced into the drive 
on Peking. 

Chang Tso-Lin’s command extends over 
a very long half-circle front. From the 
northwest on the Manchurian border 
rumors come of the massing of two large 
bodies of Mongolian troops. Whether 
they are from Russian dominated Outer 
Mongolia and hostile to Chang, or from 
Inner Mongolia and friendly, is still un- 
known. On the west are the Shansi forces 
and to the southwest Feng’s Kuominchun 
army. 

Previous to the Shansi offensive Chang 
Tso-Lin was negotiating with Yen Hsi- 
Shan for a combined attack on Feng. If 
Feng continues to withhold his promised 
support of Shansi, trying instead to get 
control of the province, as has been re- 
ported, an agreement may yet be consum- 
mated between Yen and Chang. 

Since Feng’s supplies come across Rus- 
sia via Urga and Shansi it would greatly 
strengthen his position to be in control 
of the province. One may hazard a guess, 


therefore, that his plan was worked out 
with this thought in mind. In any case 
he continues to hold the pivotal position 
among the Chinese war lords. 
D. M. H. 
Turkey and the West 

N important item on the agenda of 

the newly-elected Turkish Assembly 
is the ratification of an agreement tardily 
entered into this summer for resuming 
payment gradually of annual interest on 
the Ottoman Public Debt. The Turkish 
Government has offered as guarantees the 
revenues derived from the Constantinople 
Customs as well as certain port dues, but 
asks that the new Council of the Ottoman 
Public Debt be composed not of repre- 
sentatives of the German, British, Bel- 
gian, French and Italian Governments as 
formerly, but of representatives of the 
foreign bondholders themselves. Turkey 
hopes that the settlement of its long- 
standing dispute with foreign bondholders 
will strengthen its credit abroad. 

Meanwhile considerable satisfaction has 

been felt at Angora because the Per- 
manent Court of International Justice, in 
a judgment rendered on September 8, 
cleared Turkey of a charge of violating 
the Treaty of Lausanne laid against it by 
France one year ago, when a French citi- 
zen was detained at Constantinople and 
tried by the Turkish authorities for negli- 
gence in the case of the collision of the 
“Lotus” and the “Boz Kourt” in interna- 
tional waters in August, 1926. The ques- 
tion of jurisdiction was referred, on 
Turkey’s suggestion, to the Permanent 
Court. An unfounded report published in 
the Turkish press last winter to the effect 
that the Court had rendered a preliminary 
decision in Turkey’s favor was referred 
to in a former News Bulletin.* E.P.M 


*Vol. VI. No, 4, Dec. 8, 1926. 
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The Macedonian Thorn 

F ROM violent language Macedonian 

nationalist agitators have recently 
advanced again to violent action. Uncom- 
promisingly rebellious against the post- 
war settlement which divided among 
Greece, Jugoslavia and Bulgaria the terri- 
tory they themselves would have estab- 
lished as an independent political unit, 
Macedonian nationalists have directed 
their complaints chiefly against Jugo- 
slavia, where acts of repression are said 
by them to render the lives of Macedonian 
subjects particularly unbearable. A series 
of bomb outrages and attempts on the 
lives of Serbians have been perpetrated 
during the past month on Jugoslav soil 
by Macedonian comitadjis coming out of 
Bulgaria. These acts of violence culmin- 
ated on October 6 in the assassination of 
a noted Serbian general. Although at 
least one Jugoslav subject was implicated 
in the affair, it was known that Bulgarian 
subjects were chiefly responsible. A sud- 
den outburst of anti-Bulgarian feeling in 
Jugoslavia found official expression in a 
note addressed to the Sofia government 
demanding the suppression of Macedonian 
comitadji groups in Bulgaria. The Bul- 
garian reply, delivered October 11, is said 
to be satisfactory to Belgrade. » p yy. 


Notes 


The new Dail Eireann, October 11, re- 
elected William Cosgrave as President of 
the Executive Council of the Irish Free 
State by a margin of six votes. The pre- 
ceding debate was marked by bitter attack 
against him by one of Eamon De Valera’s 
aides. Despite the close vote, it is now 
expected that Cosgrave and his associates 
will be able to maintain a working 
majority for several months. 


The United States is again to be repre- 
sented on a League of Nations technical 
conference. This time it is a conference 
on Export Prohibitions and Restrictions 
which convenes next Monday at Geneva. 
Experts from the Treasury and Commerce 
Departments and the Tariff Commission 
were designated, October 11, by the State 
Department to assist Hugh Wilson, Min- 
ister to Switzerland, who will represent 
our government. 


As was to have been expected, it has 
now been made clear that there is no con- 
nection between the Franco-American 
tariff controversy and the State Depart- 
ment’s willingness to let the French Gov- 
ernment refund on a 6 per cent basis its 
8 per cent obligations held in this country. 


The news of the past week from Mexico 
confirms earlier impressions that the revo- 
lution there will soon be completely 
crushed. Though General Gomez is still 


in the field, he is said to be accompanied 
by merely a handful of troops. 

In the meantime, the execution of a 
number of generals after short court-mar- 
tials has been criticized in some quarters 
in this country as unnecessary harshness. 
In Mexico, however, these evidences of 
— are likely to lessen future blood- 
shed. 


A Plea for Cancellation, by Charles Altschul, 
with introductory note by James T. Shotwell, 
reprinted from Current History, July, 1927. 
This article, published after Mr. Altschul’s 

death, is a frank plea, on the basis of enlightened 

self-interest, for the cancellation of the inter- 
allied indebtedness. The writer was for many 

years an enthusiastic supporter of the F. P. A. 

Copies will be mailed gratis to members. 

Survey of International Affairs, 1925. Vol. 1. 
The Islamic World since the Peace Settlement, 
by Arnold J. Toynbee, London, Oxford Univer- 
sity Press, 1927. 

A volume which brings together reference 
material that has hitherto been available only 
in scattered form. The value is increased ap- 
preciably by the full index and bibliographical! 
references. 


N. B. In the News Bulletin of August 26, 
1927, the Soviet Union Year Book for 1927 was 
listed as @ publication of The Dial, New York. 
It is published by George Allen and Unwin, Ltd., 
London. 
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